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COMMITTEE ON PROCUREMENT OF FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 


Minutes of the Thirty-fifth Meeting, 23 January 1962 


MEMBERS PRESENT 

ABC - Mrs. Doris M. Freer 
AIR - Capt. A. A. Restum 
ARMY - Mr* Richard W. Bauer 
JCS - Capt. Jack O- Johnson 
- 

, Acting Chairman 
Secretary 

OTHERS PARTICIPATING 

AIR - Mr. Donald W. Anderson 
- Mr. John S. Hon&ker 
ARMY - Mr. Edward C. Vogel 
CIA 


DIA 

LC - Mr. Lewis C. Coffin 
NLM - Miss M. Ruth MacDonald 
NSF - Mr. Paul S. Felnstein 
STATE - Mr. F. Robert Berg 

- Miss Matild Holomany 
USDA - Mr. Kirby Payne 
USDC - Mr. John C. Green 

US1A - Dr. L. King Quan 



CIA - Mr. Walter Pforzhelmer, 




25X1A 

25X1 A 

25X1A 


1 „ Chairmanship of PROCIB Mr. Pforzheimer announced he has been designated 
Acting Chair manof PROCIB until further notice. 


Welcome to 


New Members. Mr. John Green, OTS/Commerce, and^^ 
I DIA, were welcomed to PROCIB deliberations by the Acting 


irman. 
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25X1A 

25X1A 


25X1A 


3. PROCIB Expression o f Appreciation Actlng & 

ffintfwiM pmpft— d the EBwmg rcsolutton^Tw^h^CommlStoe on Procur*? »«nt 
of Foreign Publications of tbo United States InteUigence Board wishes to record 
its gratitude to tor his years of dedicated leadership of this 

Committee and ttspreSSBorHhe Advisory Committee on Foreign Language 
Publications. The resolution was unanimously adopted, and the Acting Chairman 
rta deliver a suitably hand-lettered copy of PROCIB-D-56. 23 January 1962. to 


4. Berlin Situation. The Acting Ch airm a n briefed toe full PROCIB on appropriate 
items frnm tha Executive Session held 19 December 1961. Attention was called to 
toe pending retirement of Mrs. Eugenie Zawadzki. toe Regional PO at Berlin. Her 
replacement. Miss Matild Holomany, was introduced to PROCIB. The Acting 

then gave a detailed briefing on toe current problems facing procurement 
operations in Berlin. He predicted these problems will Increase. In anticipation of 
difficulties, we have placed subscriptions far Bast German periodicals in such (daces 
as Prague. Munich, etc., and to date these are productive sources. The rate of 
exchange in currency is making toe cost of publications higher. Alternative procure- 
ment sources may be productive at other posts where there are part-time procurement 
officers, but these officers have no time tor selecting materials tost would be of 
interest to Washington. At any rate, the Berlin situation should be watched carefauy. 
The National Science Foundation representative a n nou nc ed that two studies of sources 
of scientific information in Czechoslovakia and E. Germany are being prepared. 

There will be portions of toe studies devoted to toe question of exchange of publication. 


25X1A 

25X1A 


25X1 C 


5. Minutes of toe Thirty-fourth Meeting. Approved. 
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8. DIA Program. DIA, gave a current rundown on the DIA Office of 

Requirements, describing briefly the organizational atructure aa well aa some of 
die problems. The Acting Chairman offered complete PROCIB cooperation aa 
appropriate. 

9. Russian Book List. The Secretary reported that on the basis of a customer survey 
made on the use of the Book List, he will continue to have it issued by the Acquisitions 
Branch. CIA Library. The survey brought forth useful comments, the most important 
of which is to make the Book List appear more frequently. Efforts will be made to 
make it a monthly publication. 

10. Soviet Want List for Use of OTS/Commerce. At the request of OTS/Commerce. 
a Uist of suggested titles has Sens prepared that could be requested from the USSR by 
firms offering their exchange potential to OTS/Commerce. PROCIB members were 
asked to submit any additional titles to the Secretary by no later than mid-February. 
Mr. Green. OTS/Commerce. briefly reported on the activities which he directs, 
publication of Survey of Soviet Abstracts . Technical Translations, etc. He mentioned 
the translation collection program being ^ataMished in Delft, Holland, with OTS/ 
Commerce as die U. S. outlet. OTS/Commerce receives requests on occasion from 
UoS» Arms for guidance on what to request when exchanges are offered. OTS 
encourages such exchanges wherever possible. 

11. Proposed Publications Officers Conference. The State Department reported 
that prospects for die proposed biennial 'fo Conference in 1962 are not good because 
of insufficient funds. Mr. Coffin, LC» raised the possibility of having die conference 
at Cairo where PL-480 counterpart funds are available. The Acting Chairman re- 
quested the State and LC representatives to explore this possibility, bearing in mind 
the problem of providing dollars for reimbursement of counterpart monies used. 
PROCIB will be kept informed. 

12. Library otCeagress PL-480 Program . Mr. Coffin, LC, gave a brief report 
on hie recent trip abroad and the progress made by die Library of Congress in 
putting into effect die PL-480 program. As of 1 January 1962, an office has been 
established in New Delhi, locals have been hired in Karachi and Dacca. Twelve 
U'S. libraries, including LC, are receiving publications from this area. Mr. 

Coffin himself got die program going in Cairo, an office has been established and 
7 locals hired. Eleven U,S. libraries, including LC, receive publications from 
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this «ree Mr Coffin expressed appreciation for die excellent support gives these 
by Mr. Anthony Lewis, the Cairo RFO LC hopes to get increased PL-480 fund* 
for next year, with which it might be able to pay for the issuance of lists of items 
received, 

13d Catalog from Communist China Receipt and dissemination was reported by 
Mr. Feinstein, NSF, of a publication Annotated List of Scientific and Technic al 
Periodicals,, 1961, prepared and offered for exchange by the Institute of Scientific 
and”fachiiicii in&)rmati<M5 of China. Mr. Feinsteia reported that various sources 
are being urged to try and test the validity of the exchange offers by placing 
requests. PRGCIB will be kept advised. 

14. Cuban Publications. A list of Cuban publications received 1-15 January 1962 
is being distributed with these Minutes. 
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USIB-D-40. 3/4 
6 August 1962 


UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARD 

MEMORANDUM FOR THE UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARD 

SUBJECT ? Fourth Annual Report of the Committee on Procurement 
of Foreign Publications 


1* The attached Fourth Annual Report of the Committee on 
Procurement of Foreign Publications, which has been disestablished 
by USIB action of 18 July 1962, is circulated for the information of 
the United States Intelligence Board. 

2. It is not planned to place this memorandum on the agenda 
of a Board meeting unless the Secretariat is requested to do so prior 
to the close of business on 21 August 1962. 


25X1A 



Attachment 


SECRET 


GROUP 1 

Excluded from automatic 
downgrading and 
declassification 
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UNITED STATES INTELLIGENCE BOARD 
COMMITTEE ON PROCUREMENT OF FOREIGN PUBLICATIONS 
FOURTH ANNUAL REPORT 


I. AUTHORITY 

This report reflects the major activities of the Committee on Procurement 
of Foreign Publications for the period 1 July 1961-24 July 1962 as authorized and 
directed by DCID 2/5 dated 26 June 1959. 


II. 


25X1A 


25X1 A 


MAJOR DEVELOPMENTS 

A. Resignation of Chairman. After 9 years of effective activity in procure- 
ment and related matters, Chairman of PROCIB, resigned 

from CIA to enter private industry. The Committee unanimously adopted a 
resolution recording its gratitude to ^^^^^^^^|for his dedicated leadership, 
and a suitably hand-lettered copy of the resolution was presented to him. 

B. New Participants . The Defense Intelligence Agency (DIA) became a full 
PROCIB member, and the Departments of Health, Education and Welfare (HEW) 
and Commerce (OTS) became participating members. The full scope of DIA's 
role in this field has not yet evolved within its new organization. 

C. The Publications Procurement Program . The operation of the entire 
Publications Procurement Program has been carefully reviewed during the past 
ypar. The work of the Regional Publications Procurement Officers has been 
good. In fact, the work of four of them has been commended by PROCIB 


Approved For Release 2001/08/30 : CIA-RDP68-000B 


Group 1 

Excluded from automatic 

^classification 


SECRET 



Approved For Release 20(?I/S£^(?:?;il-RDP68-00069A0001 0001 001 5-1 

- 2 - 

during the period of this report. However, the production of the ad hoc PPOs i* 
uneven; some produce effectively, while the production of others is insufficient. 
Virtually all of the ad hoc PPOs are overworked on their regular daily assign- 
ments, the PPO function being an added duty in which some of them have little 
interest, and to which they can give very little time. Few of them spend 
enough time visiting local bookstores, an absolute essential for effective 
performance. It would be helpful if this function were given higher priority. 
Other serious problems in the Publications Procurement field are noted 

under Section III, Major Problems , below. 

D. Reports on Individual Agency Procurement Programs . In line with 

the stated objectives of PROCIB, several member agency procurement programs 
were described and discussed. The most detailed presentation, that by the 
Army (cf. PROCIB-D-51), reported cooperation between Publications Procure- 
ment Officers and attaches in the fifeld, reaffirmed the incompleteness of 
military publication procurement from the Sino-Soviet bloc, and among others, 
mentioned that a publications procurement coordinator is being established at 
USAREUR. The Air Force reported on its collection and abstracting program 
and its coordination with appropriate USIB Committees. One fact noted in 
these briefings was that greater coordination between the Publications Procure- 
ment Officers and all the Service Attaches would be desirable and should be 
sought at all posts. PROCIB was also briefed on the procurement activities 
of the Department of Health, Education and Welfare, and the Office of Technical 
Services, Department of Commerce. 
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Some examples of uncoordinated and competing procurement were noted 
and corrected during the year. 

E. General Availability of Foreign Publications 
1. USSR 

The volume of books and monographs received from the PPOs 
in FY 1961, roughly 17, 000 titles totalling 51, 000 copies, has been 
maintained during FY 1962. The total number of Soviet newspaper 
and periodical titles received and processed increased from 1, 300 
to 1, 600. Five important military periodicals listed as available 
for export, however, were denied for subscription by Soyuzpechat', 
the USSR press distribution agency. A "Want List" of 14 Soviet 
political, economic and technological journals was submitted to 
the Office of Technical Services, Department of Commerce, to 
be made available to certaih U. S. business companies which main- 
tain exchange agreements with technical organizations in the USSR 
for possible acquisition action. No results have yet been received 
from these sources. A "Want List" of critically needed USSR 
serial titles was also distributed to all USIB and certain non-USIB 
field collectors . 

2. Communist China 

The acquisition of books and monographs published in Communist 
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The scientific and technical libraries in Stockholm, Helsinki 
and Copenhagen, under an exchange program called the Scandia 
Plan, have maintained a cooperative exchange of publications with 
the National Library of Peking and the Academia Sinica. Micro- 
film copies of Chinese Communist scientific and technical journals 
received by the Scandia participants are available to PROC1B members. 

W The Publications Procurement Officers at Hong Kong, Moscow, 


Tokyo and Berlin, in that order, continued to make effective contri- 
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The Publications Procurement Officer at London has reported 


that the Department of Science and Industrial Research in London, 
whose receipts of Chinese Communist publications were drastically 
reduced in 1959 and 1960, now receives some 20 periodical titles v 
Efforts are being made to obtain from this source those titles not 
available in Washington. 


Several programs have been implemented to develop and main- 



Summary of Procurement of Chinese Communist Serial Publications 



No. of 

Obtained 

Obtained by 

Percent via 

Date 

Journals 

Overtly 

Covert Channels 

Covert Channels 

1 July 1959 

357 

344 

31 

8.2 

1 July 1960 

277 

171 

106 

38.2 

1 July 1961 

74 

67 

7 

9.4 

1 July 1962 

115 

87 

28 

24.4 


No. of 

Obtained 

Obtained by 

Percent via 

Date 

Newspapers 

Overtly 

Covert Channels 

Covert Channels 

1 * 'y 1959 

68 

20 

48 

70.5 

l^Wy 1960 

57 

8 

49 

86.0 

1 July 1961 
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1 July 1962 

19 

15 

4 

21.0 
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3. Cuba 

Under the Fiscal Year 1961 agreement, member agencies 
continued to pool their resources on Cuban publications through 
the CIA Library. Where insufficient original copies of a given 
publication are obtained to satisfy community needs, CIA Library 
films the short-supply items and distributes copies to meet the 
demand. In Fiscal Year 1962, a total of 218, 832 pages have been 
reproduced and distributed in this manner for USIB and non-USIB 
agencies at an approximate cost of $15, 000. Meanwhile, Acquisitions 
Branch, CIA Library has been developing a direct approach to Cuban 
sources. This project was temporarily impeded by the March 1962 
ban on US-Cuban postal money order exchanges. Alternative methods 
of payment have been established. CIA Library will inform member 
agencies on procedures and costs involved so that direct procurement 
may be utilized to replace the current costly and insufficiently 
reliable pooling system. 

ONI was formally commended by PROCIB for Navy assistance in 
obtaining Cuban publications. 

4. Germany 

The political situation in Berlin has had a serious effect on the 

procurement of East German and Sino-Soviet bloc publications 

through East Berlin bookstores. Subscriptions placed in East Berlin 

bookstores are no longer delivered to outlets in West Berlin, and 

consequently it was necessary for the Regional Publications 
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Procurement Officer (RPO), Berlin to visit East Berlin twice weekly 
to pick up these subscriptions and book orders. The RPO, in order 
to avoid showing her diplomatic passport, now crosses the Berlin 
border by train, accompanied by a male Mission officer for protection. 
A U. S„ Mission car, driven by military personnel and carrying an 
Army officer, then meets her in the East Sector, transports her to 
the various bookstores, and delivers the material purchased to the 
Mission in West Berlin, to which the RPO again returns by train. 

East Berlin publications procurement continues today under these 


trying conditions. In order to overcome some of this procurement 
difficulty, and to be prepared in case of denial of access, alternate 



5. North Korea, North Vietnam and Outer Mongolia 


Procurement from North Korea, North Vietnam and Outer 
Mongolia was stable, with 63 titles received from North Korea, 23 
titles from North Vietnam, and 5 titles from Outer Mongolia as 
compared to last year's receipts: 61, 20 and 7 respectively. The 
procurement of monographic publications from these countries 
remained poor . The lack of one or several focal points where 
North Korean, North Vietnamese and Outer Mongolian monographic 

publications are available has made their acquisition difficult. 
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This difficulty may be due to a thinly spread pattern of distribution 
on the part of the respective publishers concerned. It is suspected, 
however, that announcements of publications are sometimes made 
for propaganda purposes but that the publications are never produced. 
Inability to procure such titles is not a true reflection of the effective- 
ness of the acquisitions program. The principal subscription points 
for serials are Moscow, Berlin, Prague and Paris, with varying 
degree of success. Insurance subscriptions are usually placed 
also with dealers in Hong Kong and Tokyo. 


6. Africa 

Generally inadequate receipts from the PPO program at some 
African posts posed a major problem throughout the period under 
review, especially with regard to the former French territories. 
Numerous instructions and orders have been sent to posts during 
the year, e.g. , Leopoldville, Brazzaville, Dakar, Lome, Conakry, 


Abidjan, Yaounde, Lagos, Nairobi, Kampala, Tunis, and 
Casablanca. The greatest difficulty, however, has developed at 
Leopoldville. Of 24 titles requested, only one was being received 
and that has now ceased, probably as a result of the detention by 
the government of its editor-in-chief. The principal major 
problem at most posts is understaffing. The Embassy at 
Leopoldville, for example, works a seven-day week. Another 
factor at that post, and perhaps at others, is the incompetence 

of local help. Consideration is being given to pooling procurement 
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capabilities of both service attaches and publications procurement 
officers in Africa. 

7. Free World 

Publications receipts from the Free World remained constant. 

Key posts in this area, particularly London, Paris, Cairo, New 
Delhi, Tokyo, together with military commands around the world, 
continued to provide special support to the collection of Sino-Soviet 
bloc publications. 

F . Graphics Procurement . Publications Procurement Officers procured 
over 3, 600 photographs for the CIA Graphics Register from overseas commercial 
photo publishers. In addition, the Graphics Register selected and accessioned 
for USIB requirements approximately 11, 000 photographs from open source 
publications acquired through the publications procurement program. 

G. Publications Procurement Officer Activities . In recognition of her 
17 years of outstanding service as the Regional Publications Procurement 
Officer in Berlin, Mrs. Zawadzki was officially commended by PROCIB on 
the occasion of her retirement, effective 31 May 1962. Mr. Paul A. Smith, 
FSO-4, was also formally commended by the Committee for his excellent 
work as Publications Procurement Officer at the American Embassy, Moscow 
from 25 April 1959 to 2 July 1961. 

The Regional Publications Procurement Officer, Moscow surveyed pub- 
lications procurement activities at Budapest, Bucharest and Sofia, and promoted 
publications procurement programs at these posts. In addition, the RPOs’ 
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travel plans for calendar year 1962 included 14 trips within the USSR to 19 
cities in order to survey the major provincial publishing centers. The Regional 
Publications Procurement Officer, Cairo completed five extensive regional 
survey trips to the Arabic Peninsula, Cyprus, Greece, Iraq, Jordan, Lebanon, 
Libya, Morocco, Syria, Sudan, Tunisia, and Turkey. All survey trips again 
resulted in substantial gains to the overall publications procurement program 
in this area. 


The Publications Procurement Officer, Hong Kong surveyed the avail- 
ability of Chicom publications in Bangkok, Phnom Penh and Rangoon. 



I. Use of Foreign Currencies Available under Public Law 480. 


The Library of Congress appropriation bill for 1962 (Public Law 89-130) 

included $400, 000 to finance programs in India, Pakistan and the United 

Arab Republic, pursuant to P. L. 480. Of this appropriation, $363, 500 

is available for the purchase of foreign currencies in these countries. 

Current publications are being acquired in these countries and distributed 

to 12 U.S. libraries and research centers. The PROC1B Chairman, as 
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well as other U.S. Government representatives, serves on an Advisory 
Committee to the Librarian of Congress on this program. 

Proposal to Reorganize USIB Committee Structure . PROCIB com- 
mented on the draft of a DCI Coordination Staff study proposing reorganization 
of the USIB Committee structure in general and that PROCIB, among others, 
be dropped as a USIB committee. The majority of PROCIB members stated 
it was fairly immaterial whether PROCIB continued as a USIB committee, as 
long as it continued as a formalized group to serve as a forum for ideas and 
exchange of information on publications procurement. PROCIB was dis- 
established by USIB action of 18 July 1962 (cf. USIB Minutes of that date, item 
8 b. (2)). The members of PROCIB will consider various means by which 
continued collaboration in this field can be accomplished. 

MAJOR PROBLEMS 

State Department Budget Problems. The Department of State financial 
contribution to the Publications Procurement Program cannot be established 
with preciseness. However, including salaries and maintenance costs of the 
full-time Procurement Officers, and alloting a fraction of the salary and mainte- 
nance of part-time Publications Procurement Officers at 180 posts at $45, 000. 
a year, a figure which is believed to be low, the figure would be somewhere 
around $300, 000. a year. Against this expenditure, the Department for its 
own Publications Procurement in the 1962 fiscal year had available less than 
$20, 000. Thus, the Department is spending a considerable sum in response 
to the needs of other agencies and at the same time is not able to meet 
adequately its own needs. 
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The year 1962 saw severe budget cuts and retrenchments in the State 
Department, resulting in actions which impaired the effective pursuit of foreign 
publications procurement on behalf of the U. S. Government. The following are 
three of the more important actions: 


25X1A 


25X1 A 


1* ^he Position of a Regional Publications Procurement Officer 
for Latin America was not filled in spite of strong PROCIB endorse- 



2. The limitation on travel funds has postponed the PROCIB- 
approved biennial Publications Procurement Officers Conference, 
which was to have taken place overseas; 


3. Proposals to consolidate or eliminate certain RPO positions 
were strongly opposed by the State Department, as well as by all 
PROCIB members, and these proposals were dropped. 

B * Procurement of Chinese Communist Publications . The embargo 
placed on the export of publications by the Chinese Communists in October 1959 
remains in effect today. This export ban continues to deny important Chinese 
Mainland publications to U.S. intelligence as well as to research programs 

ofU.S. academic institutions and professional societies. However, a slight 

thawing in the export ban is noted in the exchange field. A number of U. S. 

universities and some professional societies have received exchange proposals 

from the National Library of Peking and the Institute of Scientific and Technical 

Information of China, Academia Sinica. Publications offered on exchange by 

these institutions, with the exception of half a dozen scientific titles, are those 
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readily available in the open market. All sources available to PROCIB par- 
ticipating agencies, both overt and covert, have been mobilized to overcome 
this export ban. 

C. Cuban Procurement . PROCIB participating agencies are exerting 
maximum pressure to secure as complete a coverage of Cuban publications 
as is possible despite restrictions currently in force. The assistance of 
certain friendly foreign governments is being utilized. 

D. South East Asia . The military and political situation developing in 
South East Asia may well require the establishment of a Regional Publications 
Procurement Officer position to cover this important area. 

E. Duplication of Effort in Field Procurement . PROCIB is concerned 
with the problem of duplication of effort in field procurement by official U. S. 
personnel. Though some duplication is necessary, every effort will be made 
to keep aware of the reasons for it and to eliminate unnecessary aspects. 



Committee on Procurement of 
Foreign Publications 
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